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Fair Park, site of the Dallas State Fair, has 9 museums and 6 performance facilities 
including the Music Hall, Smirnoff Music Center, Band Shell and the Cotton Bowl 
Stadium.  It is a National Historic landmark and has the largest collection of Art Deco 
exposition style architecture in the United States.    

The following history on the State Fair is from their website  
www.bigtex.com/aboutus/history .  The Dallas State Fair & Exposition, to which the 
present State Fair of Texas traces its origin, was chartered as a private corporation on 
Jan. 30, 1886, by a group of Dallas businessmen including W.H. Gaston, John S. 
Armstrong and Thomas L. Marsalis.  James B. Simpson was elected president of the 
association, and Sidney Smith was appointed as the first secretary. 

Differences arose among the directors over where to build the new fairgrounds.  Gaston 
proposed property in East Dallas, an 80-acre tract located within the modern boundaries 
of Fair Park.  Strong opposition was voiced by C.A. Keating, speaking for the farm 
implement dealers.  When no compromise could be reached, Keating and his supporters 
secured a charter for a separate event, the Texas State Fair & Exposition, which they 
announced would open just north of town on October 25, just one day ahead of the 
Dallas State Fair. 

Exhibit facilities and a racetrack were built at each location, and both events attracted 
sizable crowds that fall.  Attendance at the Dallas State Fair was estimated in excess of 
100,000.  But revenues for the fairs failed to meet expenses.  The rival associations 
merged in 1887 becoming the Texas State Fair & Dallas Exposition. Despite 
indebtedness of more than $100,000, the directors voted to expand the fairgrounds by 
purchasing 37 acres adjacent to the East Dallas site. 

The finest racing stock, cattle sales, concerts, balloon ascents, displays of farm 
machinery, contests for the ladies and appearances by such notables as John Philip 
Sousa, William Jennings Bryan, Carrie Nation and Booker T. Washington brought 
thousands of Texans to the Fair each year. But the popular success of the exposition was 
shadowed by repeated fires, mishaps and mounting debt.  A grandstand collapsed 
during a fireworks show in 1900, and the main exhibit building burned to the ground 
two years later.  When the Texas Legislature banned gambling on horse races in 1903, 
thereby eliminating the Fair's main source of income, the association faced a financial 
crisis. To protect this valuable community asset, the Texas State Fair spurned offers 
from developers and sold its property to the City of Dallas in 1904 under an agreement 
that set aside a period each fall to hold the annual exposition. 

The reorganized State Fair of Texas prospered immediately, establishing new records for 
receipts and attendance as 300,000 people streamed through the gates in 1905. 
President William Howard Taft visited the Fair in 1909, and Woodrow Wilson delivered a 
speech in 1911. Automobile races and stunt flying exhibitions became the top 
attractions. Attendance topped the 1 million mark in 1916. World War I caused the 1918 
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State Fair to be canceled, and Fair Park was converted into a temporary army 
encampment. 

The 1920s brought significant development and increased activity to the fairgrounds. A 
magnificent auditorium, which eventually would be known as the Music Hall, was 
completed in 1925, and outstanding New York shows were presented to Texas 
audiences for the first time. The Texas-OU football game was established as an annual 
fair time event in 1929. And in 1930, the race track complex was razed to permit 
construction of 46,000-seat Fair Park Stadium, later renamed the Cotton Bowl. 

In 1934, largely through the efforts of civic leader R.L. Thornton, Fair Park was selected 
as the central exposition site for the proposed Texas Centennial celebration. No state 
fair was scheduled in 1935, and construction began on a $25 million project that 
transformed the existing fairgrounds into a masterpiece of art and imagination. The 
1936 Texas Centennial Exposition attracted more than 6 million people during its six-
month run. A similar but smaller-scaled event, the Pan American Exposition, was 
presented in 1937. 

No fairs were held from 1942-1945. Following the end of World War II, under the 
leadership of R.L. Thornton, the State Fair of Texas entered an era of unprecedented 
growth. Attendance reached the 2 million visitor level in 1949. 

Highlights of the 1950s included the development of an international livestock show, 
installation of a monorail system, a Cotton Bowl concert by Elvis Presley, a visit from 
Vice President Richard Nixon and the first appearance of Big Tex, a 52-foot cowboy 
figure erected in the center of the grounds. 

Since 1960, each exposition has been keyed to a theme. In 1968, the total number of 
fairgoers exceeded 3 million for the first time. Major renovation of the Cotton Bowl and 
Music Hall was accomplished during the 12 years that Robert B. Cullum served as State 
Fair president. 

Tragic midway accidents in 1979 and 1983 led to the adoption of a ride safety program 
that is considered a model for the amusement industry. Opening Saturday of 1985 was 
designated as "Eddie Robinson Day." The legendary coach of the Grambling University 
Tigers led his team to victory over Prairie View in the Cotton Bowl to become the 
winningest coach in college football. In 1986, Fair Park was designated a National 
Historic Landmark, and the State Fair of Texas hosted a 31-day exposition celebrating 
both the Texas Sesquicentennial and the Fair's own 100th anniversary. 

As the Fair moved into its second century of operation, new leadership assumed 
command. In 1988, Errol W. McKoy was named president with responsibility for the 
organization's daily operation. The traditional fair season was extended from 17 to 24 
days, and corporate sponsorship began to play an increasingly important role in 
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programming. Involvement by major companies made it possible for the State Fair of 
Texas to offer its visitors a range of exhibits, entertainment and services that are 
unmatched by any annual exposition in North America. 

Texas Discovery Garden 
The Texas Discovery Garden website   (www.texasdiscoverygardens.org)  gives a good 
overview of the garden located at historic Fair Park.  The 7.5-acre garden of native and 
adapted plants is a year-round urban oasis.  There are 10 different themed areas 
including a butterfly habitat, native wildlife pond, scent garden, shade garden and 
heirloom garden.  It is the first certified organic public gardens in the state of Texas.  It 
offers educational programs for students and youth groups.  The plants are grown using 
sustainable methods that conserve water and protect the environment. Special events 
planned for 2008 include: Guided Garden Walks, Terrific Teas Garden Walk, and 
Growing Greener Roses Garden Walk.  Sponsorship and Volunteer opportunities are 
available.  The website has some interesting background and history information on the 
Discovery Gardens: 

The mission of the Texas Discovery Garden is to have a positive impact on the future of 
Texas by teaching people effective ways to restore, conserve and preserve nature in the 
urban environment through the use of native and adapted plants that illustrate the 
interrelationship of butterflies, bugs and botany.  

The goals of the Texas Discovery Garden are listed below:  

• To provide a base of knowledge and understanding of the far reaching benefits 
of caring for the environment and to inspire community members to take 
positive action throughout their lives.  

• To maintain gardens growing resource-efficient native and adapted plants that 
are appropriate for residential and urban landscapes.  

• To provide self-paced, curriculum-supported tours utilizing the butterfly house, 
exhibit hall and gardens.  

• To provide hands-on learning experiences throughout the campus.  
• To display blooming plants in seasonal exhibits.  

The Texas Discovery Garden opened in 1936 as the Hall of Horticulture for the Texas 
Centennial Exposition, the 7.5-acre campus includes the first public conservatory built in 
the Southwestern United States. Chartered in 1941 as a 501(c)(3) private, non-profit 
organization, Texas Discovery Gardens is the second oldest botanical institution in 
Texas, and the first in Dallas to offer botanical education programs for children.  Since 
1995, in conjunction with the State Fair of Texas, Texas Discovery Gardens has hosted an 
annual live butterfly immersion exhibit. In 2003, Texas Discovery Gardens was certified 
as the first 100 percent organic public garden in the state. 
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The purpose of Texas Discovery Gardens is to inspire and encourage knowledge 
gathering and appreciation of natural systems and their functions through programs and 
exhibits, especially:  

• the impact of butterflies, bugs and botany on our environment,  
• the health and beautification of the urban environment, and  
• the cause and effect relationship of horticulture to our environment. 

 
Texas Discovery Gardens offers interdisciplinary, hands-on, education and instruction 
that incorporates their 7.5-acre garden classroom. Programs are designed to be 
catalysts to excite children and adults about science education and to improve science 
education delivery. Staff and volunteers also visit schools, clubs, service organizations, 
daycare centers and other public venues where they teach through demonstration as 
well as interactive participation from the audience.  

Since 1968, Texas Discovery Gardens has provided age-appropriate, hands-on natural 
science education programs. The structured, TEKS curriculum-based classes conducted 
by the Education Department are available on and off-site under the Earthkeepers name 
and include: Gardening for Children, Life in the Compost Bin, Terrarium Worlds, Math In 
Nature and Butterflies, Bugs and Botany. Teacher workshops are also hands-on and 
provide information/techniques for presenting science in the classroom. All programs 
meet the requirements for:  

• National Science Standards and  
• Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Math, Science, Reading, and Social 

Studies (TEKS).  

Texas Discovery Gardens is approved by the Texas State Board for Educator Certification 
to offer programs awarding Continuing Professional Education units.  
Texas Discovery Gardens partners with two South Dallas schools, Daniel Chappie James 
Learning Center (grades 4-6) and O.M. Roberts Elementary School, providing 
supplemental science education programs. Programs are also developed and presented 
with ArtsPartners, Region 10 Education Center, Dallas Zoo, Dallas Aquarium and Dallas 
Museum of Natural History. Staff members also participate in community and 
nationwide activities such as Earth Day,  Monarch Watch and many others.  
 
Texas Discovery Gardens participates in, and works in conjunction with, numerous local, 
state and national education and horticulture-related professional societies: American 
Association of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta, American Zoological and Aquarium 
Association, Entomological Society of America, International Congress of Butterfly 
Exhibitors and Suppliers, and the Texas Environmental Education Advisory Committee. 
Working partnerships have been established with Dallas Independent School District, 
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Stephen F. Austin State University, Texas A & M University and Extension service, and 
Richland College. Texas Discovery Gardens is the only Dallas institution permitted by the 
Texas Department of Agriculture and the United States Department of Agriculture to 
import, house and exhibit live tropical butterflies.  

Accomplishments for 2005 included: 

• 25,000 schoolchildren participated in Texas Discovery Gardens educational 
programs.  

• Texas Discovery Gardens public participation was more than 160,000. Numerous 
community presentations were made by staff reaching an audience of more than 
900.  

• 30,000 annual & perennial plants produced for Texas Discovery Gardens 
programs and plantings.  

• Volunteers contributed more than 9,800 hours valued at more than $170,000 to 
support operations.  

 
The board of Texas Discovery Gardens is a 28-member volunteer governing and 
policy-making body, representing a cross-section of the Greater Metroplex 
population. The board includes professional people and community volunteers, all of 
whom have genuine and sincere interest in the mission and activities of Texas 
Discovery Gardens.  

White Rock Lake  
The 1,015-acre White Rock Lake has over 9 miles of hiking and biking trails, an Audubon 
Society-designated bird watching area and wetland sites, picnic areas, rental facilities, 
fishing piers, and White Rock Bath House Cultural Center.  It is the site of the March of 
Dimes Walk America, White Rock Marathon, the White Rock Lake Trash Bash, and 
numerous sponsored runs.  The website for White Rock Lake provides a link to “an 
unofficial guide to White Rock Lake” which provides an interesting history of the area.  
 
Eagle Mountain Lake 
Eagle Mountain Lake is located on the West Fork Trinity River, just north of Fort Worth 
and Lake Worth in Tarrant County.  The 8,738-acre lake, impounded in 1931, is managed 
by the Tarrant Regional Water District.  Predominant fish species include largemouth 
bass, spotted bass, channel catfish, white bass, and white crappie.  The upper portion of 
the lake has reed beds while the lower and mid lake areas have fishing piers and boat 
houses that act as cover and structure for fish.  Rocky points and bluffs at the lower end 
of the lake can also hold fish.   
 
The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Society 
The Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Society is a privately run division of the Department 
of Parks and Recreation.  In 1974 the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Society (DABS) 
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adopted bylaws, elected officers, and incorporated as a non-profit organization.  In 1977 
the City of Dallas Park Board recommended the grounds of the DeGolyer estate, which 
the city purchased from Southern Methodist University, be the official location of the 
botanical gardens and encouraged DABS to raise funds for the initial costs.  By 1980 
DABS had raise over one million dollars, and purchased the 22 acre Camp estate 
adjacent to the DeGolyer estate both located at White Rock Lake.  The gardens opened 
to the public for the first time in 1984.  The arboretum offers educational programs for 
adults and children.  ArtScape returns for its third year at the arboretum on September 
21, and 21, 2008; this family oriented fine art show features artists from around the 
country and kicks off the arboretums annual fall festival Autumn at the Arboretum.   
 
Cedar Ridge Preserve 
Cedar Ridge Preserve (formerly Dallas Nature Center) has been managed by the Dallas 
Audubon Society since April of 2003 by charter from the Dallas County Park & Open 
Space Program and the City of Dallas. This “slice of the hill country,” just 20 minutes 
outside of Dallas is a not-for-profit natural habitat of 633 acres.  The area features 10 
miles of hiking trails, a native plant nursery, butterfly gardens, and picnic areas. 
Educational programs are offered for school groups. Habitat Restoration and Trail Work 
is offered each third Saturday of the year, rain or shine, and volunteers are invited to 
remove non-native plants, restore trails and work in the butterfly garden. 
 
Cedar Hill State Park 
The following information comes from the TPWD website 
(http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findest/parks/cedar_parks).   
Cedar Hill State Park is located at 1570 F.M. 1382 in Cedar Hill, Texas.   In 1854, John 
Anderson Penn settled in the rugged cedar-covered hills of southwest Dallas County - an 
area known as the Cedar Mountains. Today, remnants of the original Penn Farm survive 
intact in the confines of Cedar Hill State Park. Cedar Hill State Park is a 1,826-acre urban 
nature preserve located on the 7,500 acre Joe Pool Reservoir.  The Park's proximity to 
major metropolitan cities makes it an ideal destination for families who want to enjoy 
the great outdoors without spending precious time driving. The ruggedness and scenic 
beauty of the area combined with over 100 miles of shoreline and the water based 
recreation on Joe Pool is a major attraction. The Metroplex skyline reflects on Joe Pool 
at night adds to the relaxing atmosphere. The park was acquired in 1982 and was 
opened in 1991.  

Penn Farm Agricultural History Center, located at Cedar Hill State Park, pays tribute to 
the disappearing Texas' family farm and affords a glimpse into agrarian history as farm 
machinery took the place of the horse and mule almost a century ago. The Farm is open 
7 days a week to self-guided tours. There are reconstructed and historic buildings from 
the mid 1800s through the mid 1900s. The Penn Farm has a very relaxing atmosphere 
and is perfect for family walks. Self-guided and guided tours are available. Special tours 
can be set-up for school groups or other groups. 
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Cedar Hill State Park has 355 mostly wooded campsites with a shade shelter over some 
of the picnic tables. Each site has water, electricity, a fire-ring, a lantern pole, and a 
picnic table. All campsites are within walking distance of restrooms with hot showers. 
Additionally, there are 30 primitive campsites.  
 
Cedar Hill State Park is home to the premier North Texas mountain bike trail. The 
DORBA trail, named for the volunteers of the Dallas Off Road Biking Association, was 
built by mountain bikers for mountain bikers. Over 1200 acres of prime mountain bike 
landscape are crisscrossed with 15 miles of intense riding. There is an information 
phone line for visitors to check trail conditions.   
 
Birdwatching is a popular activity year-round at Cedar Hill State Park. The most sought 
after bird at the park is the Painted Bunting. Painted Buntings abound in the Park from 
the first week of May through August each year. The park is home to other neotropical 
migrants including the Yellow-billed cuckoo, the Indigo Bunting, the Chuck-will's Widow 
and many others. Fall and winter brings: Ruby-crowned Kinglets; Yellow-rumped 
Warblers; Gold Finch; American Kestrel; and Cedar Waxwing. Resident birds include the 
Eastern Bluebird, the Greater Roadrunner, the Loggerhead Shrike, the Red-tailed Hawk, 
the Great Horned Owl, both the Turkey and Black Vulture, and the Bewick's Wren. The 
park's bird list contains almost 200 species.  
 
Cedar Hill has over 200 picnic tables with waist-high grills, and most have a view of the 
lake. Fishing facilities include: two lighted fishing jetties and a perch pond for 
youngsters. Lake fishing includes largemouth black bass, crappie ,and catfish. Slot limit 
on Joe Pool is 5 largemouth bass limit of fish under 14 inches or over 21 inches, with 
only one being 21 inches or greater. Crappie must be over 10 inches and the limit is 25 
fish. Swimming beach facilities include a gravel swimming beach surrounded by picnic 
tables with grills. There are no lifeguards on duty.  The park has 3 playgrounds 
conveniently located throughout the park.  Two concrete four-lane boat ramps are 
offered and there is also ample boat trailer parking. 
 
Joe Pool Marina is located at Cedar Hill State Park.   Joe Pool Marina rents ski boats, 
paddle boats, jet skis, pontoon boats, and a house boat for family activities. In addition 
they have an indoor/outdoor fishing barge. They have a convenient store that sells bait, 
fishing gear, and camping gear, as well as some food products. Yearly boat slip rentals 
are available.  
 
Cedar Hill has a park host program designed to assist the park staff with visitor services, 
fee collection, and light maintenance as outlined in the volunteer job description. In 
return for 25-30 hours of volunteer service, a campsite with water, electricity, and in 
most cases sewer hook-up are provided at no charge. There are four host categories 
including: Office Host, Campground Host, Maintenance Host, and Interpretive Host.  
The Friends of Cedar Hill State Park is another volunteer program that was organized to 
assist in the promotion, interpretation and operation of the park. As a fund raising and 
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service group, the goal of the friends is to help in the overall operation of the park 
through sponsoring events, helping fund projects and raising the awareness of Cedar Hill 
State Park as an asset to the community and surrounding areas.  There are financial 
challenges facing Cedar Hill State Park and the Penn Farm. In order to help with these 
challenges Site Endowment Funds have been established within the Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation of Texas for each State Park site. These endowment funds are known 
collectively as the Lone Star Legacy Fund. Both Cedar Hill State Park and the Penn Farm 
have a Site Endowment Fund within the Lone Star Legacy Fund. This endowment has 
been established for the general support of the park. Proceeds are used for the 
operation and maintenance of Cedar Hill State Park and the Penn Farm.  
 
There are many attractions near Cedar Hill State Park.   The Dallas and Ft. Worth 
Metroplex contain such attractions as professional sports teams that include the World 
Champion Dallas Cowboys football team, the Texas Rangers Baseball team, Dallas Stars 
Hockey team, Dallas Mavericks Basketball team, and the Dallas Burn Soccer team. Other 
attractions include Ft Worth Stockyards and Water Gardens, Omni Theater, Dallas 
Museum of Art, Dallas Symphony, Dallas Opera, Billy Bob's Texas in Ft Worth, Dallas and 
Ft Worth Zoo, horse racing at Lone Star Park, Nascar racing at Texas Motor Speedway, 
Traders Village flea market, Farmers Market, Deep Elam night life Dallas Zoo, Dallas 
Nature Center, JFK Memorial, Six Flags Over Texas, Ft Worth Botanical Gardens, Ft. 
Worth Museum of Science and History, DFW International Airport , Ammon Carter Art 
museum, Will Rogers Coliseum, and the State Fair of Texas in October. 
 
Facilities at Cedar Hill State Park include restrooms with showers; picnic sites with tables 
and grills; hike-in, primitive campsites; campsites with water and electricity; 4.5 miles of 
hiking/backpacking trails; 10.3 miles of mountain bike trails; 2 boat ramps (ten lanes); 
group picnic pavilions (capacities 50 and 100); and 2 trailer dump stations. All campsites 
have electricity and water and are located in wooded areas. Nearby Joe Pool Marina 
offers a year-round grocery store, plus boat rentals, and a fishing barge. Wireless 
internet access (Wi-Fi) is available for park visitors to use.  

Cedar Hill State Park serves as a refuge to 5 native tallgrass prairie remnants which are 
federally listed as endangered. The tallgrass prairie remnants are the most important 
natural resource in the park. These small remnant prairies are dominated by Indian 
Grass, Little Bluestem, Big Bluestem, Sideoats Gama, Switch Grass, and many other 
native grasses. Other plants of interest in the prairie land include Rosin-weed, Old 
Plainsman, Wand Milkweed Antelope-horn Milkweed, Celestials, Spiderwort, Sensitive-
briar, Purple Coneflower, Bluebell, Blue Sage, Fleabane, Ladies Tress, Iron Weed, 
Engleman Daisy, Maxamillion Sunflower, Downy Paintbrush, Heath Aster, Trout Lilly, 
Standing Cypress, Eryngo, and others. Eastern Gamma grass was reintroduced by park 
staff in selected areas as well as Meadow Pinks. The Cedar Hill area is unique in that 
historically it is where two climax eco-systems converge.  
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The tallgrass prairie and its rolling black clay soil clashes with the rugged limestone 
escarpment. Hundreds of years ago an ancient cedar forest covered the escarpment. It 
was in that rugged ancient forest that Golden-cheeked Warblers thrived. Sadly the 
Golden-cheeked Warbler is on the verge of extinction due to habitat destruction. 
Because of the unique habitat of the park the Golden-cheeked Warbler was recently 
spotted in February 2004. The tallgrass prairie was migratory habitat for the Eskimo 
Curlew now thought to be extinct. The transition zone between these climax 
ecosystems was full of brush, interspersed with grasses and small trees that were 
burned frequently by the prairie fires. This was home to the endangered Black-capped 
Vireo last seen in the area in 1993. Overall, the park is dominated by upland forests that 
include cedar elm, honey locust, mesquite, and juniper trees. In the scenic, wooded hills, 
common animals include bobcat, coyote, fox, squirrel, armadillo, and raccoon. Lake 
fishing is good for large-mouth bass, white bass, crappie, and catfish. The park is also an 
excellent flyway for neotropical birds.  
 
The topography is unique at Cedar Hill State Park in that the blacklands roll into 
towering limestone escarpment. The escarpment has outcrops that run from Mexico to 
Kansas. The park is reminiscent of the Texas Hill Country and one will forget they are in 
the Metroplex while visiting Cedar Hill State Park.  
 
Cleburne State Park 
Cleburne State Park is located at 5800 Park Road 21, in Cleburne, Texas.  The 528-acre 
park encompasses a lively 116-acre, spring-fed lake. Located southwest of Fort Worth, in 
Johnson County, the park was acquired from the city of Cleburne and private owners in 
1935-36 and was opened in 1938. 
 

The region surrounding Cleburne State Park was a favorite hunting ground for many 
Indian tribesmen, since it comprised densely wooded country amidst plains and 
included several clear water springs. The Comanches used this area as a trail from the 
northwest to raid the homesteads in the south. The Indians would lead two fresh horses 
as they rode a third one, switching to a fresh horse as each one was winded. In this 
manner they would escape their pursuers. 
 
Their concealed trail was last used for a raid on Kimbell (now known as Kimbell Bend) 
which, built in 1851, was the first town in Johnson County. Kimbell was established on 
the Chisholm Trail at its crossing on the Brazos River. Vast herds of cattle from the 
southern ranches in Texas crossed at Kimbell Bend going north to the markets. The park, 
located eight miles north of Kimbell Bend, was also a good camp site for the cowboys 
who drove cattle on the Chisholm Trail.  
 

In 1934, this beautiful valley of springs was recognized as a picturesque locality for a 
park. A group of local businessmen, interested in its development, secured it for the 
State Park Board to establish a state park. In 1935, Civilian Conservation Corps (C.C.C.) 
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Company 3804 of the federal government moved into the park site to start developing a 
park.   
 
The C.C.C. enrollees built a small earthen dam at Cleburne State Park to impound the 
park's 116-acre lake, with a beautiful masonry, three-level spillway, then cleared a 
three-mile-long scenic roadway around the lake. A concession building, boathouse, and 
bathhouse were built in 1936, with additions in 1940.  
 
The park residence, water tower, and interior furnishings display a variety of 
handcrafted wood and metal ornaments.  There are many activities available.  Cleburne 
State Park mountain bike trails offer 5.5 miles of beautiful scenery with a variety of 
challenges for all experience levels. The terrain on the trail is as diverse as the hills. 
There are treacherous down hills, fast smooth flats, and everything in between. The 
technical and wooded trails form an entire loop that has made this trail one of the 
favorites for mountain bikers in training or those who enjoy a challenging ride.  Fishing 
and boating the clear blue waters of Cedar Lake is a wonderful way to spend the day 
with your family. Boats may not create any wake on this lake and personal watercraft 
(i.e. jet skis, skeedoos, etc.) are not allowed. Nearby attractions include Dinosaur Valley 
State Park, Meridian State Park, Lake Whitney State Park, Acton State Historic Site; 
Fossil Rim Wildlife Center; Texas Amphitheater featuring "The Promise;" Six Flags over 
Texas theme park and water park; Texas Ranger baseball in Arlington; three golf courses 
(Squaw Valley Golf Course, Nolan River Country Club, and Cleburne Municipal); and Lake 
Pat Cleburne.  
 
All campsites at Cleburne State Park provide a picnic table and grill along with a 
campfire ring. Screened shelters are nestled in among the cedars and within view of the 
lake. Back-in campsites with utilities and shelters accommodate up to 8 people and 
combination of motor vehicles/trailers not to exceed two. Restrooms with hot showers 
are nearby. The Group Camp consists of a 2 group barracks (men's and women's) with 
bunk beds and mattresses; visitors provide bed linen and pillows. It sleeps a total of 44 
people. The dining hall and kitchen seat approximately 60 people. The kitchen is 
furnished with a commercial size cook stove with griddle top, a refrigerator with a 
freezer, stainless steel sinks, cabinets, work tops and electric outlets. Visitors furnish 
dishes, pots and pans and silverware. The rear of the building has a patio with a large 
grill and picnic tables. All Group Camp buildings are heated except the restrooms and 
the Dining Hall is air-conditioned. 
 
The natural features of the area include juniper (cedar), oak, elm, mesquite, redbud, 
cottonwood, sycamore, ash and sumac trees that cover white rocky hills. In early spring, 
there is a carpet of bluebonnets in the open fields and many other varieties of wild 
flowers throughout the park.  Visitors find many species of wildlife to observe and 
photograph including: white-tailed deer, turkey, duck, armadillo, squirrel, skunk, bobcat, 
cottontail rabbit, raccoon, opossum, coyote, and many species of birds.  Popular fish 
include crappie, bass, catfish, blue gill, and red ear sunfish. 
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Joe Pool Lake 
The website contains a good description of the area (www.lakeparks.net/joepool.htm).   
Opened in 1989, Joe Pool Lake attracts more than one million visitors a year to its parks, 
shores, beaches, campsites and waters. This area is administered by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers.  
 
Fishermen find Joe Pool lake excellent for bass, catfish and crappie fishing. Water skiers, 
boaters and sailors appreciate the 7,500 surface-acre lake's wide-open spaces. 
Picnickers and campers enjoy the tranquil and lush parks and trails.  
 
Acton State Historic Site 
The Texas Historical Commission  offers a website with information on Acton State 
Historic Site (http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_acton.shtml).  Acton State Historic 
Site, located in northeast Hood County, is Texas' smallest historic site with a total of .01 
acres. The site is the burial ground of Elizabeth Crockett, second wife of Davy Crockett, 
who married him in Tennessee in 1815. She died Jan. 31, 1860. Because Crockett fought 
for Texas and died at the Alamo, his heirs were eligible for a land grant, but Mrs. 
Crockett did not claim her grant until 1853. By that time all choice land was claimed and 
she had to give a surveyor half of her land for locating a tract for her gravesite. The 
monument was erected at Acton Cemetery by Legislative appropriation in 1911. The 
area is open daily and there are no fees.  To reach the area travel 4.5 miles east of 
Granbury on US 377 to FM 167 South, then 2.4 miles south on FM 167 to Acton. The 
cemetery is on the right. 
 
The website offers information on the other historic sites in Texas listed below:  
Acton, Acton 
Caddoan Mounds, Alto 
Casa Navarro, San Antonio 
Confederate Reunion Grounds, Mexia  
Eisenhower Birthplace, Denison 
Fannin Battleground, Fannin 
Fort Griffin, Albany 
Fort Lancaster, Sheffield 
Fort McKavett, Menard 
Fulton Mansion, Fulton 
Landmark Inn, Castroville 
Levi Jordan, Brazoria  
Magoffin Home, El Paso 
Sabine Pass Battleground, Sabine Pass 
Sam Bell Maxey House, Paris 
Sam Rayburn House Museum, Bonham  
San Felipe, San Felipe 
Starr Family Home, Marshall 

Page 43 of 379

http://www.lakeparks.net/joepool.htm
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_acton.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_acton.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_caddo_mounds.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_casa_navarro.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_conf_reunion.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_eisenhower_birthplace.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_fannin_battleground.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_fort_griffin.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_fort_lancaster.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_fort_mckavett.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_fulton_mansion.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_landmark_inn.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_levi_jordan.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_magoffin_home.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_sabine_pass.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_sam_bell_maxey.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/samrayhouse/srhdefault.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_san_felipe.shtml
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/hsites/hs_starr_family_home.shtml


   

National Museum of the Pacific War, Fredericksburg  
Varner-Hogg Plantation, West Columbia 
 
City of Dallas Trails 
The following information on trails is taken from the interactive trail map found at the 
Dallas City Parks website. 
  
Katie Jackson Trail is located 15.6 miles from downtown Dallas at 5000 Haverwood Lane.  
This 0.3-mile, 6’wide trail with concrete surface is open year-round.  It winds through a 
beautiful natural area that is a refuge for many species of flora and fauna. The trail is 
rated as moderate in difficulty. 
 
Bert Fields Trail is located 15 miles from downtown Dallas at 7500 Spring Valley Road, 
The 0.8-mile trail offers year-round hiking, bicycling, roller blade, and jogging 
opportunities in a park and residential setting along White Rock Creek.  The trail is rated 
as easy.    
 
Cottonwood Trail, located 18 miles from downtown Dallas at 140 Maham Road, offers 
hiking, biking, roller blading and jogging in a residential area along a Texas Utilties 
easement. The trail has multi-modal access to major shopping areas, transportation, 
medical facilities and educational institutions. The trail is envisioned as a “livable cities” 
project that will reduce traffic and air pollution.  It is a joint community project between 
the City of Dallas Park and Recreation Department, Richardson and North Dallas 
Coalition Organization (RANDCO) and Texas Utilities.  
 
White Rock Creek Trail, located 20 miles from downtown Dallas at 6900 Valley View, is 
7.5 miles in length with a rating of easy to moderate.  The trail offers hiking, roller 
blading, jogging and biking opportunities through Anderson Bonner Park, Harry S. Moss 
Nature Area, Fair Oaks Tennis Center and finally heads east to join the White Rock Lake 
trail system.  Speed limit for bikes is 20 miles per hour.   
 
L.B. Houston Hike and Bike Trail is located 6.8 miles from downtown Dallas at 1600 
California Crossing.  The trails range from 1.5 miles to 4 miles and offer hiking and off-
road bicycling in a dense wilderness area along the Elm Fork of the Trinity River.  Heavy 
rainfall renders them impassable for those not adequately prepared.  The area is named 
for L.B. Houston, Director of the Dallas Park and Recreation Department from 1939 to 
1972.  The trail is rated as easy to moderate.   
 
L. B. Houston Nature Trail is located 6.8 miles from downtown Dallas at 10000 
Wildwood.  A group of four unpaved hiking trails in a dense wilderness area along the 
Elm Fork of the Trinity River offers hiking and nature viewing opportunities.  The trails 
vary in length from just over one mile to four miles.  The trail runs along the river bank 
for over a mile affording opportunities for observing turtles, snakes, and herons.   
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